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The book, the summation of a lifetime of research on Indian Buddhism, is an exceptionally

comprehensive discussion of Indian Buddhism. The text presents the debates of Indian Buddhism

that have occurred in the Japanese academic community and emphasizes issues that have often

been treated only in passing in India and the West. Finally, the book includes a bibliography which

provides a broad look of the study.
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This is a textbook work -- I think the author wrote this to have material for his students -- so it does

have a more fluid reading than other scholar works. Dr. Hirakawa was an eminent buddhism

scholar. This makes for a great summary on the early and sectarian history of buddhism (along with

A. K. Warder's "Indian Buddhism")

It is a rather old Edition! It is of the year 1990 (reprint 1998) not as the new 2007 edition as shown in

the picture!
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